OLD PROCEDURE / NO LONGER VALID
“Do Not Use”
Locate Mines by Probing
052-192-1135

Conditions: As a soldier, given a nonmetallic mine probe, wire pliers, an individual weapon, a Kevlar helmet, a Kevlar vest, load-carrying equipment (LCE), an urban/rural area with buried mines and aboveground tripwires, a start and finish point, and material to mark the locations of mines. 

Special Conditions:  When this task is performed in a nuclear, biological, and chemical (NBC) environment, there will be no change in standards due to mission-oriented protection posture (MOPP) 4. 

Standards: Locate each mine and tripwire, remove enough soil to show the type of mine, mark each mine, cut slack tripwires, and bypass taut tripwires without causing any mines to function.

	Performance Steps

	
1.
Prepare for probing

	
a.
Remove and ground your LCE and individual weapon to prevent possible tripwire activation.

	
b.
Put on a Kevlar helmet with the chin strap fastened and a Kevlar vest to protect you from a possible blast.

	CAUTION: TAKE ALL MEASURES TO INCREASE YOUR SENSITIVITY TO TRIPWIRES AND OTHER FIRING MECHANISMS.

	
c.
Roll up your sleeves and remove your jewelry to increase sensitivity for tripwires and other firing mechanisms.

	WARNING: IN MOPP 4 CONDITIONS, DO NOT ROLL UP YOUR SLEEVES.

	
2.
Probe with a pointed nonmetallic device.

	Note: When mines are detected by visual and electronic means, probing can be accomplished from a squatting or a kneeling position. When mines are not detected by visual means and no electronic means is available, then the prone position will be used when probing.

	
a.
Get into the prone position.

	Note: A nonmetallic probe is used to prevent magnetic-influenced mine detonation.

	
b.
Look and feel for tripwires and pressure prongs while moving forward.

	Note: If tripwires are located, carefully check to ensure that there are no other devices under or near the tripwires.

	
(1)
Cut slack tripwires.

	
(2)
Mark tripwires.

	
(3)
Bypass marked tripwires.

	
c.
Hold the probe in either hand, with the palm up, allowing the blunt end of the probe to extend beyond the cup of the palm.

	
d.
Probe every 5 centimeters (cm) across a 1-meter-wide footpath.

	
e.
Push the probe into the ground at an angle less than 45 degrees but greater than 30 degrees from the horizontal, applying just enough pressure on the probe so that it sinks slowly into the ground.

	WARNING: WHEN THE PROBE IS PUSHED INTO THE GROUND AT A GREATER THAN 45-DEGREE ANGLE, ITS TIP MAY DETONATE A PRESSURE FUZE.

	
f.
Stop probing when the probe encounters resistance and does not go into the ground freely.

	
(1)
Pick the soil away with the tip of the probe.

	
(2)
Remove the loose dirt by hand.

	
(3)
Continue with the probe.

	
g.
Stop probing when the probe encounters a solid object.

	
(1)
Carefully remove the surrounding soil around the object.

	
(2)
Mark the location if the object is a mine.

	
3.
Continue probing until all mines have been found and marked (within a 1-meter-wide footpath) to the finish point.


Evaluation Preparation:  Setup: Provide the soldier with the items listed in the conditions.  The soldier should be in full combat battle dress with MOPP 4 available. For training simulation, use inert mines and subdued string for tripwires. 

Brief Soldier: Tell the soldier that this area has been mined. There may be tripwires and magnetic-influenced mines in the area. No mines have been detected by visual or electronic means, but enemy minefield marking signs are present. Tell the soldier that he must probe through this area to open a 1-meter-wide footpath for the rest of the squad to pass through. The squad will provide covering fire. Tell the soldier that he must select an appropriate probe, assume the appropriate probing position, locate all tripwires and mines within his designated path, cut slack tripwires and bypass taut tripwires, remove soil to show the type of mine, and mark each mine without causing any mines to function. 

	Performance Measures
	GO
	NO GO

	
1.
Prepared for probing.
	——
	——

	
a.
Removed and grounded the LCE and individual weapon.
	  
	  

	
b.
Put on a Kevlar helmet and fastened the chin strap.  Put on a Kevlar vest and closed it.
	  
	  

	
c.
Rolled up sleeves and removed jewelry. (Do not perform this measure when in MOPP 4).
	  
	  

	
2.
Probed with a pointed nonmetallic device.
	——
	——

	
a.
Got into the prone position.
	  
	  

	
b.
Looked and felt for tripwires and pressure prongs.
	  
	  

	
(1)
Cut slack tripwires.
	  
	  

	
(2)
Marked tripwires.
	  
	  

	
(3)
Bypassed marked tripwires.
	  
	  

	
c.
Held the probe with the palm up, allowing the blunt end of the probe to extend beyond the cup of the palm.
	  
	  

	
d.
Probed every 5 centimeters across a 1-meter-wide footpath.
	  
	  

	
e.
Pushed the probe into the ground at an angle less than 45 degrees but greater than 30 degrees.
	  
	  

	
f.
Stopped probing when the probe encountered resistance and did not go into the ground freely.
	  
	  

	
(1)
Picked the soil away with the tip of the probe.
	  
	  

	
(2)
Removed the loose dirt by hand.
	  
	  

	
(3)
Continued with the probe.
	  
	  

	
g.
Stopped probing when the probe encountered a solid object.
	  
	  

	
(1)
Carefully removed the surrounding soil around the object.
	  
	  

	
(2)
Marked the location if the object was a mine.
	  
	  

	
3.
Continued probing until all mines were found and marked (within a 1-meter-wide footpath) to the finish point.
	——
	——


Evaluation Guidance:  Score the soldier GO if all performance measures are passed. Score the soldier NO-GO if any performance measure is failed. If the soldier scores NO-GO, show the soldier what was done wrong and how to do it correctly. 
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