Mark Schultz to Perform at Pentagon and Visit Walter Reed. 

Army teams with recording artist Mark Schultz on

“Be Safe – Make It Home” campaign

ATLANTA – August 16, 2004 – Word Records recording artist Mark Schultz (“Letters From War” and the US Army Safety Center are visiting soldiers at Walter Reed Army Medical Center in Washington, DC on August 24th and performing for Service men and women at The Pentagon on August 25th  to highlight the US Army’s “Be Safe!” Campaign. 

Every 32 hours the US Army loses a soldier to an accidental death.  The “Be Safe” program educates soldiers about potential hazards, most notably from operating motor vehicles, and informs the general public about the need to help Soldiers “Be Safe.”

Schultz donated his song “Letters from War” to the Army’s effort of reducing accidental deaths by 50 percent by October of 2005.  He also appears in the music video of the same title and makes a personal plea to his fans at his concerts to help American Soldiers “Be Safe.”

“Statistically, this has been a rough year for Army accident casualties,” said Brigadier General Joseph Smith. “In an attempt to reverse this trend, the Secretary of the Army initiated the “Be Safe” campaign to educate soldiers, with the end result of keeping them alive and well.  “We want our troops to be safe and make it home when participating in everyday activities that can lead to accidents.”

“Letters From War,” from Schultz’s current album “Stories & Songs,” deals with a soldier returning home safely from war.  While the song was inspired by the diaries his great grandmother kept when three of her sons fought in World War II, the song’s message is as relevant today as it would have been 60 years ago.  It also makes a unique connection between the soldiers of the “greatest generation” and the soldiers fighting today, our next greatest generation.

“I am very honored to team with the U.S. Army in this campaign to save soldiers’ lives,” said Schultz. “I am thrilled to do anything I can to show my total support for our troops and to help keep them safe both abroad and at home.”

Schultz and his band will be visiting with wounded troops at Walter Reed in addition to entertaining and signing CD’s.  They will visit at 4:00 pm on the 24th.  At The Pentagon, the US Army Safety Center is hosting an 11:00 am concert in the courtyard and passing out free DVDs to Army personnel.

Schultz begins his 2004 nationwide tour on September 23rd.

For more information, visit the Be Safe Web site at https://besafe.army.mil. For more information on Mark Schultz, visit www.markschultzmusic.com. 

Our Army at war – Be safe! – Make it home.

# # #

Editor’s Note: Mark Schultz and Army officials are available for interviews regarding the “Be Safe!” Campaign.  Copies of the videos can also be made available for viewing.  For more information on the campaign, visit the Army’s Safety Center website at https://safety.army.mil/home.html. 
