NGB-AVS                                                14 SEP 01

MEMORANDUM FOR All State Army Aviation Officers (SAAO), Aviation Safety Officers (ASO) and State Safety and Occupational Health Managers (SOH)

SUBJECT:  Safety and Occupational Health ALERT - Protection of Army National Guard (ARNG) Supplemental Rescue Workers and Clean-up Crews

1.  Army National Guard personnel involved in clean-up or rescue operations at the Pentagon, the World Trade Center, and other sites are at significant risk of exposure to Asbestos Fibers and Crystalline Silica contained in the building debris.  Rescue and clean-up efforts will further disturb these contaminants causing them to become airborne.  This provides means for exposure through inhalation and possibly ingestion.

2.  In addition to these hazards, rescue workers and clean-up crews must protect against debris with sharp edges, falling debris, physical exhaustion, cuts, abrasions, and exposure to biological contaminants such as the pathogens contained in blood and other bodily fluids.  Hepatitis B is of primary concern, because of its ability to remain infectious outside the body for up to 10 days.

3.  Army National Guard personnel should utilize the proper Personal Protective Clothing and Equipment (PPE) to limit exposure to these health hazards.  The following PPE is required as a minimum to meet OSHA standards for the hazards involved (29 CFR, Part 1910.132 through 1910.138):

    a.  Respiratory Protection-Half-face Respirator with High Efficiency Particulate Air (HEPA) filters (Type P-100).

    b.  Eye Protection-Chemical Splash Goggles.

    c.  Coveralls-Tyvek( disposable type.

    d.  Head Protection-Hard Hat (ANSI Approved) or Kevlar Helmet with the chinstrap secured.

    e.  Gloves:

        (1) Leather-palmed for removing debris and rubble.
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        (2) Surgical for handling biological hazards (Human remains).

    f.  Boots, Steel-Toed (ANSI Approved) are preferred.

    g.  Hearing Protection: Ear muffs or ear plugs (Disposable foam type are acceptable).

    NOTE: Part numbers and NSNs for procurement of PPE can be obtained from Industrial Hygiene Region North at 410-942-0273.

4.  Air sampling should be conducted where ARNG personnel are working, to include support areas.  This will ensure that 

the selected respirators provide adequate protection against airborne contaminants.  

5.  In addition to PPE, provisions must be made for workers to wash any exposed skin with potable water frequently.  As a suggestion, the Army Small Unit Shower NSN: 4510-01-409-0139, and the Army Hand Washing Station NSN: 7360-01-480-8487 used in combination with Army Water Trailers (buffaloes) will provide excellent on site hygiene.

6.  As an additional precaution against exposure, building debris should be sprayed with water before removal to reduce airborne fibers and dust where possible.  

7.  Force Protection is a key component of Force Readiness.  The point of contact in NGB-AVS-S is Mr. Alan G. Lott, DSN 327-7779 or 703-607-7779.

FOR THE CHIEF, NATIONAL GUARD BUREAU:









/S/

                                 GEORGE J. GLUSKI

                                 COL, GS

                                 Chief, Aviation and Safety 

                                   Division
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