DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY

HEADQUARTERS, 101ST AIRBORNE DIVISION (AIR ASSAULT) AND FORT CAMPBELL

FORT CAMPBELL, KENTUCKY 42223-5000
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REPLY TO
                         ATTENTION OF


Command Safety Office                                                                                                      

«Title» «FirstName» «LastName»
«Position»
«School»
«Address»
«City», «State» «Zip» 

Dear «Title» «LastName»:

As you may know, the 101st Airborne Division and other units at Fort Campbell must continually train with a variety of explosive munitions, some of which may not explode on impact, but remain as “duds” in the impact area.  There has been at least one incident where a young person wandered onto an impact area and was severely injured by an exploding dud.  Another recent incident involved a 10-year-old boy in Murray, Kentucky, who found a munition and carried it home.  When our explosives ordnance disposal (EOD) personnel responded to the incident, the device was so dangerous, their procedures required them to blow it in place.   Though fortunately it doesn’t happen often, our EOD personnel report they have responded to live explosives saved as souvenirs and found munitions at least 40 years old buried in surrounding communities.  We have enclosed a program called “Project Beware” designed to teach school age students in our surrounding counties about the dangers of unexploded munitions.  The enclosed video provides a reenactment of the incident in Murray, Kentucky. 

The goal of “Project Beware” is to prevent injury or death by informing your students about the threat of unexploded munitions and prohibited impact areas.  The program is similar to one we sent to the county school superintendents in September 1993 but is an updated version.  We are sending a copy of this packet to every school principal in the surrounding counties.  Please encourage teachers to schedule time during the school year to present this important information.  Any of the material, including the video, may be reproduced as required.

Furthermore, feedback from the schools to the Fort Campbell Command Safety Office will allow us to modify and improve the program.  At a minimum, we request that you FAX or mail us a copy of the enclosed sign-out record so we know the message is reaching your students. We have also included a course evaluation we welcome you and your instructors to return, to assist us in improving future editions. I will award schools responding appropriately, indicating at least 95% of students have received a version of this course, with an Excellence in Safety Award (facsimile included in your packet) and an article will be included in your local newspaper.

Your assistance will serve to make our community a safer, happier place to live.  Help us share this lifesaving presentation.  If you need assistance or have questions, please call Fort Campbell’s Command Safety Office, Beverly Maki at (270) 956-2621 or address your concerns with Ft. Campbell’s school liaison officer, Willa Garrett, (270) 798-9874.


Sincerely,


Robert T. Clark


Major General, U. S. Army
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