BBQ Grill Safety

On August 1, 2002, a fellow worker related an incident that took place at a picnic he attended this past Sunday.

As the gang was setting up for a fun Sunday afternoon barbecue, our friend and his buddy set out to ready the BBQ grill for burgers and hotdogs. The grill was a charcoal style grill that required lighter fluid to start the biscuits. It was a medium size grill similar to the one pictured. [image: image1.png]



Our friend is a stocky sort of fellow about 5’4” tall. He was dressed in a tee shirt and shorts with his ball cap cocked back on his head about two inches. 

As the setup progressed, his buddy placed the charcoal biscuits in the grill and soaked them with lighter fluid. He lit the biscuits and went on with a few other tasks as they burned. A few minutes later he stopped back to check the progress of the biscuits. They weren’t lighting very well, so he shot some more fluid on the warm biscuits to give them a boost. Then he shut the lid on the grill and walked way…

A few minutes later, our friend, carried the plate with the burgers and hotdogs from the kitchen and set them on the table next to the grill. He bent slightly forward as he opened the lid to peek in and poof!!! The fresh air (Oxygen) rapidly mixed to ignite the fluid (Fuel) that was left to smolder on the already warm (Heat) biscuits. 

In an instant, the flames leaped up as our friend jerked his head back. The flames reached higher then his head. Missing his mouth, nose, mustache, eyes and eyebrows, the flames curled up and under the bill of his hat. The heat collected and began to burn the hair sticking out from under the cocked hat. The bill of the hat caught fire and was fully afire when he knocked it from his head. When our friend turned around, his wife told him he’d better go look in the mirror. Two inches of his already receding hairline was gone and the bill of his hat was now only an inch long. 

What happened? Too many people involved? Did the buddy know what he was doing by shutting the lid? What if someone with longer hair opened the lid? What if our friend didn’t react as quickly or held his face closer? What if a child had opened the lid? Did the instructions for the grill contain any warnings about this type situation?

Backyard grills caused approximately 7,400 house fires between 1989-1993, resulting in more than $22 million in property damage. Many of these fires and explosions occur when the grill is first fired up after being retrieved from winter storage. The leading cause of injury related to the use of lighter fluids, is attempting to relight charcoal. Pouring lighter fluid onto hot coals causes the fluid to quickly vaporize. These vapors become extremely flammable. Without airflow the explosive vapors will not dissipate and will wait around for you to light the match. Here are just a few of the results from a Yahoo.com search on “BBQ Grill Accidents”:

	http://www.fireservice.co.uk/bbq.php

	http://www.chescommunity.com/Main/Entertainment/Calendar/june/bbq.htm

	http://www.iinc.org/cons_issues/home/grillsafety.html

	http://bbq.about.com/library/weekly/aa012001a.htm


Don’t get burned having fun…
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