The following factors and lessons learned are from a small arms accident that occurred during routine M60 range training resulting in injuries to two soldiers.

The accident occurred during night fire training.  An M60 machine gun was mounted on a platform and used to provide overhead live fire for training.  The machine gun crew provided the recommended rate of fire, and changed the barrel after every two hundred rounds of fire.  After approximately 1900 rounds were fired, a loud clunking noise was heard and the machine gun jammed.  The crew immediately applied immediate action, but the weapon still would not fire.  The crew then began remedial action by opening the feed tray cover and noticed two rounds that had double feed.  The upper round was live and the lower round was spent.  While probing to release the spent round, a cookoff occurred.  The resulting explosion caused powder burns to the assistant gunners face and the gunner received powder burn to his eye, face, and arm.   He also received a sprained wrist when he rolled from the platform.

Lesson.  The machine gun crew did not follow the written standard for applying remedial action.  The technical manual for the M60 Machine Gun requires the crew to wait 15 minutes before commencing remedial action on a M60 machine gun that has a hot cartridge (hot barrel).  The following warning appears in the TM: 

WARNING

If cover is opened on a hot cartridge (hot barrel), an open-cover cookoff could occur and result in a serious injury or death.  Close cover and evacuate area for 15 minutes. 

In a November 2001 Countermeasure article, “Weapons Handling Accidents Still Killing-Injuring Soldiers” Failure to follow proper misfire procedures is listed as the most common cause of M60 accidents.   Most resulted from opening the feed tray cover too soon after a misfire. 
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Round fragments retrieved from the M60     M60 barrels. Neither barrel received damage.

To prevent this type of accident from recurring; follow the misfire procedures identified in TM 9-1005-224-10, and ensure unit training for M60 machine guns contains training on the recommended rates of fire, barrel changes, misfire procedures, and test and inspection procedures.

