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    An M16A2 rifle exploded during a recent range exercise.  The soldier's weapon was rodded to ensure the rifle barrel was clear and the soldier proceeded to the firing line.  A three round magazine was issued to the soldier and when the first round was fired, the weapon exploded.  A standard issue, sectioned, weapon-cleaning rod was used to rod the weapon.  A length of cleaning rod came loose and stayed in the weapon causing the round to jam and resulted in an explosion.  Two days later, a similar accident occurred on another small arms range.  

The standards for small arms listed in FM 23-9 M16A2 does not specify the type of rod that will be used to rod an M16 rifle barrel.
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There are a number of prevention options.  One option to reduce risk would be to use clearing rods that are only one piece, and made of soft metal such as brass or aluminum.  For example:
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DO NOT USE!


Sectioned cleaning rod


     





USE THIS!


One piece clearing rod


       








