Are You Ready For The Road?

It’s a beautiful spring morning and the bikes are out on the road——motorcycles of all shapes and sizes, and riders of varying experience levels.  It’s hard to beat the joy of rolling down the open road on a motorcycle.  However, before you hit the road (hopefully, not literally), it is important to be prepared.  

I have been riding motorcycles for over 20 years——dirt bikes, touring bikes, and everything in between.  I would like to share with you a few things I’ve learned over the years.  

A few years ago, I attended an advanced skills riding course in the spring.  I was somewhat surprised to see how much I had forgotten over the winter.  I recommend finding some type of refresher course, advanced skills riding course, or some other motorcycle safety course before taking to the streets this year.

Like many other skills, riding skills are perishable.  Due to the climate in many parts of the country, the motorcycle-riding season can be relatively short.  And your riding skills may not be as sharp in April as they were in November when you last rode your bike.  Another point to consider is that automobile drivers have not dealt with motorcycles for a while either.  Remember that it is the rider’s responsibility to keep mentally alert.

Don’t forget to consider roadworthiness of your bike.  Just because it was “okay” when you put it up last fall doesn’t mean it’s road ready now.  A good initial inspection and routine maintenance will go far in ensuring a safe and enjoyable riding season.  I like to thoroughly inspect my motorcycle prior to taking it on my first ride of the new season.  For example:

( Inspect your tires for dry rot/damage and proper tread depth.  If the tires are serviceable, inflate to the proper operating level.

( Inspect your braking system to include brake pads, discs, and fluid levels.  Always service your braking system IAW manufacturer’s instructions.

( Ensure all fuses, lights, and horns are in good working order.  Replace bad fuses and burned-out bulbs as required.

( Service all fluids and check for any leaks.  Also, do a bolt check and tighten up anything that may be loose.

( Check the charge on your battery and service if necessary.  If servicing is required, always follow the correct safety procedures and wear the appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE).

( Inspect your riding PPE to make sure it is serviceable.

These components can affect the safe operation of your motorcycle.  This certainly is not a comprehensive checklist.  You should tailor your inspection to the type of motorcycle you ride and the manufacturer’s recommendations.

Before you start riding this year, take some time to prepare yourself and your motorcycle for a safe, enjoyable year of riding.  You’ll be glad you did.  See you on the streets!
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