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Dear SMA Directors,

As you recall from the SMA Directors' meeting at MSFC last week, Ann Montgomery displayed a transparency photograph of a pair of sunglasses that had been pierced by a common metal screw (looks to me like a galvanized bugle-headed wood screw) that was kicked up during a "weed whacking" operation at someone's residence.  While it is obvious that protective safety eye wear (with side shields) provide a better level of protection, in the case of this person's experience, sun glasses were "good enough!"  Please do not take this as my endorsement of sun glasses being a proper alternative to proper protective eye wear that meets the requisite ANSI (Z87.1) test requirements.  This person, most likely would have lost at least an eye and quite possibly might have suffered an even more severe injury without this modicum of protection afforded by the sun glasses.  Please advise all employees that "weed whacking" and other yard work require the same degree of care and protective clothing and equipment that machine shop operations require at the work place.  This includes both hearing and eye protection.  These equipment (personal protective equipment (PPE)) can be readily obtained at any well-stocked hardware store; be sure to look for the certification that the PPE meets the required standards (Z87.1 for eye wear) and for hearing protection possessing the attenuation factor (Noise Reduction Rating (NRR)) needed for providing hearing protection (buy the highest number you can) (ANSI S3.19-1974).  
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