From: USASC RUCKER(uc)

Sent: Tuesday, May 13, 2003 2:40 PM

To: CG TRADOC(uc) (E-mail); ICORPS SGS(uc) (E-mail); III CORPS SGS(uc)

(E-mail); USARC COS XO(uc) (E-mail); USASC RUCKER(uc) (E-mail); V CORPS

SGS(uc) (E-mail); ARNGRC ARLINGTON VA (E-mail); ARNGRC ARLINGTON VA

(E-mail); CG TRADOC(uc) (E-mail); 'CID001 HQ BELVOIR(uc)'; COMMAND

CENTER(uc) (E-mail); EUSA CMD GRP SIB1(uc) (E-mail); USAREUR CG(uc)

(E-mail); USARPAC CG(uc) (E-mail); 'USARSO CofS(uc)'

Subject: DIRECTOR OF ARMY SAFETY SENDS: POST-DEPLOYMENT POV SAFETY

 

Importance: Low

 

UNCLASSIFIED//

 

SUBJECT: Post-Deployment POV Safety

 

1. Some soldiers are fast approaching one of the most dangerous phases of combat action: post deployment. With their adrenalin still pumping, many of our young men and women who so brilliantly performed some of the toughest Army missions required to liberate the Iraqi people are on their way home. Following the "welcome home" fanfare and the emotional reunions with families and friends, these soldiers will once again face a deadly nemesis that has for far too long been the number one killer of soldiers: privately owned vehicles. 

 

2. POV accidents kill more soldiers annually than died in Operations Enduring Freedom and Iraqi Freedom. Upon return to home station, soldiers who endured high levels of stress and were in a constant state of alert during combat operations may let down their guard against the normal hazards common to the home environment. It's critical that these soldiers stay focused and maintain situational awareness of potential hazards during post deployment. The extended periods of leave and travel for some well deserved rest and family time, along with the upcoming summer recreational activities, elevate the potential risks of POV accidents to soldiers and their families. Commanders and leaders must place renewed emphasis on POV accident prevention and summer recreation safety to prevent a surge in accidental injuries and deaths. 

 

3. This will create a significant leadership challenge. We must do every thing in our power to reach all of our soldiers and ensure that they are aware of the accident hazards that await them upon their return. We must also ensure they understand and can apply appropriate risk control measures to reduce or eliminate those hazards. Specifically, leaders should review the POV accident prevention tools in the POV Risk Management Toolbox and discuss, as a minimum, the following issues with soldiers prior to block leave or release from duty: seat belt use, drinking and driving, travel planning, defensive driving techniques, speed, fatigue, aggressive driving and road rage, and motorcycle safety--including required training and protective equipment.

 

4. Installation provost marshals are highly encouraged to increase enforcement of seat belt use by joining in the national "Click It or Ticket" Campaign now through the Memorial Day holiday period. Seat belts are required-on and off base. Excuses do not prevent the heartbreaking tragedies that occur when someone fails to buckle up.

 

5. Information regarding the campaign can be found at the Army Safety Center's web page (<http://safety.army.mil/>). Also recently posted on the site are a POV Post Deployment Special Update PowerPoint presentation and an updated "Leaders Guide to POV Accident Prevention."  

 

6. Every leader in the chain-of-command must continually and aggressively enforce standards and discipline and use all available tools to attack this number one killer of our soldiers. This enemy is equally as, if not more, dangerous than the enemy our soldiers have just overcome on the battlefield. We trained our soldiers well for combat, and they were victorious. We must now commit to ensuring we train and equip them to combat the hazards they will face upon their return to our home turf. 

 

 

 

