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√  Independence Day Safety 
 
By now most of you know I 
am back in training at Fort 
Rucker, AL. until the end of 
June.  I should be back to 
work after the 4th of July 
weekend.  I just wanted to 
take this opportunity to wish each and every one of you a safe and enjoyable 
holiday weekend.  As your brigade safety I would like to say a few words about 
your SAFETY, the SAFETY of our Soldiers and families during this time of 
National celebration.  Recently a good friend of mine said that it is difficult to 
cover all the bases during each and every safety brief.  But the fact remains that 
there are always reoccurring unsafe acts that seem to cause accidents when we are 
involved in summertime activities. 
 
These common activities always seem to cause us problems if we don’t pay 
attention to what we are doing: barbequing/grilling, swimming, boating, fireworks, 
and various sporting events.  When traveling, drinking & driving seems to play a 
large part in the problems we have.  Remember, speed, fatigue and alcohol are the 
most common reasons for POV accidents, injuries and fatalities.  Always wear 
your seatbelt. 
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Leaders!  Don’t forget to do those POV inspections prior to the long weekend.  
Check POVs several days in advance so your Soldier’s have time to get the 
deficiencies corrected before they depart for the weekend. 
 
My final words to you this day is don’t let your celebrations be ruined by an unsafe 
act or a momentary loss of focus that could lead to an accident.  Always watch out 
for all children to include your own.  Have a SAFE and enjoyable Independence 
Day Weekend!  Raider Safety 
 
√  Safety References 
 
What does the unit level Safety officer / 
NCO do?  DA Pam 385-1 is a good 
starting point. 

Interested in Risk management?  You 
should be.  Use FM 100-14 as your hip 
pocket reference. 

 

If you don’t have these, order them through your PUBs clerk.  You can also find 
them in the Brigade Public Folders under “SAFETY”. 
 
NOTE:  While your there, check out all the other great references and lesson 
materials available to you. 
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√  FORSCOM Noncommissioned Officer Safety Campaign! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NOTE:  You can find out more about the FORSCOM Noncommissioned Officer Safety 
Campaign by looking in the Brigade Public Folders under “SAFETY”. 
 
√  Material Safety Data Sheet:  The more you know 
about the hazardous materials you work with, the more you can 
protect yourself from their dangers. 
 
What is a Material Safety Data Sheet?  A Material 
Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) is designed to provide both workers 
and emergency personnel with the proper procedures for 
handling or working with a particular substance.  MSDS's 
include information such as physical data (melting point, 
boiling point, flash point etc.), toxicity, health effects, first aid, 
reactivity, storage, disposal, protective equipment, and spill/leak 
procedures.  These are of particular use if a spill or other 
accident occurs. 
 
Who are MSDS's for? 
 

• Employees who may be occupationally exposed to a 
hazard at work.   
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• Employers who need to know the proper methods for storage etc.   
• Emergency responders such as fire fighters, hazardous material crews, emergency 

medical technicians, and emergency room personnel. 
 
What does this mean to you?  It means that we have to have an MSDS available for each 
chemical we have on hand.  Every area that has hazardous materials is required to have an 
MSDS book readily available.  This includes motor pools and supply rooms. 
 
Don’t forget to take MSDS’s to the field.  You never know when you will need them. 
 
What does each MSDS cover? 
 

• Product information:  Sections 1-3 contain basic product information including 
manufacturer info, ingredients, exposure limits, hazard warnings and health effects. 

 
• Exposure Situations:  Sections 4-6 contain first aid information and what do when fires, 

spills or leaks occur. 
 

• Hazard Prevention and Personal Protection:  Sections 7-10 tells you how to prevent 
accidents through safe handling and storage and how to protect yourself from exposure to 
the material. 

 
• Other Specific Information:  Sections 11-16 contain other information including 

disposal and transportation considerations and regulatory requirements. 
 
√  Material Safety Data Sheet for Simple Green:  As you look at the MSDS on 
the following pages, consider the first aid measures, fire fighting measures and 
personal protection for this chemical.  You will see that it isn’t all that bad.  But 
you need to know that.  What will you do in case of a more hazardous chemical? 

You need to know what to do.
 

You have a right to know! 
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√  Fire Extinguishers:  Getting that motor pool back in shape after deployment is no easy 
task.  Having serviceable and functional fire extinguishers is an important part of that.  Here is 
some information about fire extinguishers that you should know.  This information can help you 
in the motor pool, unit area, your vehicles and even at home. 
 
How do you use your fire extinguisher? 
 

Even though extinguishers come in a number of shapes and sizes, they all operate in a similar 
manner.  Here's an easy acronym for fire extinguisher use: 

P A S S -- Pull, Aim, Squeeze, and Sweep 

 PULL the pin at the top of the 
extinguisher that keeps the handle from 
being accidentally pressed. 

 
 
 
 

AIM the nozzle toward the base of the 
fire. 

 Stand approximately 8 feet away from the 
fire and SQUEEZE the handle to 
discharge the extinguisher.  If you release 
the handle, the discharge will stop. 

 SWEEP the nozzle back and forth at 
the base of the fire.  After the fire appears 
to be out, watch it carefully since it may 
re-ignite! 

 
Congratulations -- you did it!!! 

 
 
Don’t forget to inspect those fire extinguishers monthly and annotate the inspection 
on the attached card. 
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√  Army Safety Campaign Plan 
 
Mission:  The mission of the Army Be Safe! Campaign is to Save Soldiers’ Lives, 
prevent injuries and preserve Army equipment. 
 
Major Objectives.  The Be Safe! Campaign Plan has five broad objectives to 
guide actions. 
 

Objective 1:  Inform all Army personnel and 
families about the Be Safe! Campaign, and garner 
support from the public. 
 
Objective 2:  Convey Army institutional risk 
management knowledge and lessons learned to 
the lowest level. 
 
Objective 3:  Leverage “best practices” across 
industry, Army and other Services. 
 
Objective 4:  Teach risk management as part of 
field craft training in realistic scenarios. 
 
Objective 5:  Measure progress quarterly, revise 
plan as required, recognize excellence and uphold 
accountability. 

 
Tactical level leaders will ultimately determine the success of the Be Safe! Campaign.  Gaps 
exist between our troops’ knowledge and their level of experience.  Each formation is different, 
as each Soldier is different.  Therefore, leaders must perform continual assessments of their 
formations and teach or coach the principles of risk management to overcome the experience-to-
knowledge gap.  Leaders must hold Soldiers accountable for their actions and ensure standards 
are effectively communicated and enforced to the lowest level.  We do not want to punish 
Soldiers for an accident if they are not at fault, but we do want them to adhere to established 
standards. 
 
Teach/Coach risk management and maintain safety awareness. 
 

• Company commanders must complete the Commander’s Safety Course prior to assuming 
command. 

• Unit additional-duty safety officers and NCOs must complete the Commander’s Safety 
Course within 30 days after receipt of additional duty assignment orders. 

• Show the “Be Safe!” video to every Soldier before 4 Jul 04. 
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• Require automated risk assessment prior to leave, pass, TDY, or PCS (ASMIS-1) to assist 
commanders and leaders in mitigating risk. 

 
You can find the Army Safety Campaign Plan in the Brigade Public Folders under “SAFETY”.  
It lays out the requirements for you.  Read it today! 
 
 

Don’t get caught behind the 
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NOTE: The Commander’s Safety Course can be found on the Safety 
Center website at https://safety.army.mil/home.html.  The automated 
risk assessment (ASMIS-1) can also be found on the Safety Center 
website. 
 
NOTE: The Be Safe! video can be downloaded from the 4th Infantry 
Division website at http://www.hood.army.mil/4ID.  It is also 
scheduled to air on Post (Fort Hood) Channel 10 at 1030 and 1300 
daily from June 15 - July 9 2004. 

 
Previous editions of the Raider Safety Newsletter can 
be found in the Brigade Public Folders, under Safety. 

√  Safety Tip! 
Have your Soldiers attend 
the Defensive Driving 
Course and/or Motorcycle 
Safety Foundation Course 
here on Fort Hood.  For 
more info call 287-4639. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st Brigade, 4th Infantry Division (Mechanized) 
Fort Hood, Texas 76544 

COM: (254) 285-5913
FAX: (254) 287-3337 

 DSN: 663-5913 
DSN: 737-3337 

E-mail: Frank.Partyka@hood.army.mil 

 

https://safety.army.mil/home.html
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