Spring Safety

1. Have a GRILL and tank checked once a year by a professional for leaks. 

2. When using charcoal GRILLS, consider buying briquettes already treated with starter fluid and for $10, you can purchase an electric lighter. 

3. DO NOT use gasoline, kerosene or any other accelerant that is not designed specifically as a starter fluid. 

4. Gasoline and kerosene VAPORS are heavier than air and tend to collect near the ground below grills and can suddenly explode. 

When differentiating GAS heating sources, consider convenience, fuel availability, reliability, year round use, transport and SAFETY. 

6. White GAS (unleaded auto gas) is convenient, readily available and safe. In fact, spilled white gas fuel evaporates quickly and leaves no residue, except in cold weather when fuel spilled on skin can cause instant and severe frostbite. The tank should be insulated from direct contact with snow. 

7. Most PROPANE/BUTANE cartridge stoves are very safe to use. However, the fuel cartridges should not be exposed to heat or direct sunlight. They should not be used in an enclosed area because leakage where the cartridge attaches to the stove and could cause flaring. 

8. KEROSENE fuel, particularly, is not as volatile or explosive as gas fuels, and is therefore safer. But spilled fuel smells bad and will readily evaporate. 

9. ALCOHOL fuel is non-explosive, yet burns very easily, and evaporates quickly if spilled. 

10. Actual warmth determination in comparing SLEEPING BAGS is a very inexact science, at best. There are many variables. It's often best to just look at the warmth ratings. A bag rated to 30 degrees will most likely keep you warm at that temperature. 

11. Neither down nor synthetic sleeping bags have the edge on warmth. It's the air trapped inside the insulation, not the insulation itself that guarantees the warmth of sleeping bag. Usually, the thicker a bag is (LOFT), the warmer it is. 

12. DOWN gives more warmth for less weight and can be packed smaller than synthetics. 

13. SYNTHETICS are better in wet conditions because they keep their thickness better if moist. Down collapses when wet. Also synthetic bags can be wrung out and dry more quickly. 

14. Thinsulate TM is made of polyester, offering high warmth to weight, excellent compressibility, yet sustains its thickness when wet. 

15. If you DOUBLE two bags together, put the warmer one on the bottom. Also consider a liner or a shell to retain heat. 

16. Keep your TENT is as much shade as possible so the ultraviolet rays from the direct sun do not destroy the fabric. 

17. It's better to stuff a tent into its sack than to fold and roll it. Regularly FOLDING the fabric causes wear lines, which become areas of fabric weakness. 

18. When SEALING the seams of the tents, remember that several thin coats work better than one thick one. 

19. Do not store a moist tent. MILDEW actually penetrates urethane fabric coatings causing potentially disastrous results. 

20. The urge to drink water found in swift running streams and crystal clear lakes is almost primordial. Unfortunately, there is almost no safe drinking water left in America's wilderness areas. With this in mind, properly treat any DRINKING WATER. 

21. BOILING kills just about everything in the water, but it is often not practical from a convenience standpoint. 

22. FILTRATION is very reliable, fast, and convenient, but can be expensive over time. 

23. CHEMICAL DISINFECTION is simple, inexpensive, and effective, though it is time-consuming and distasteful. The most popular form is an iodine-based tablet. This method is often used for emergency or back-up situations. 

24. PURIFICATION is a combination of filtration and chemical disinfection, including an iodine-based treatment. This is both the most expensive and most effective method. 

