
A Lieutenant Colonel assigned to Naples, Italy, died in a pedestrian mishap 22 August 2020 in Rome, Italy, at 2040 local.  While walking to 
meet his family for dinner, the Soldier was struck and killed by a civilian vehicle.  The civilian driver reportedly stopped and tried to render 
first aid.  The following day, the Soldier’s wife identified his body.  The circumstances of the incident are unknown, as the host nation will 
not release information regarding the death until the investigation is complete.  Alcohol use and other factors are unknown at this time, 
pending the results of the ongoing investigation.

Since 2016, the Army has lost an average of seven Soldiers a year to pedestrian/non-motorist mishaps. This mishap is the third 
pedestrian/non-motorist fatality of FY20 and above the number of similar fatalities during the same time period last year.
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Additional U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center 
PLR resources can be found on the USACRC 
website at https://safety.army.mil/PLR.

PLRs are intended to be used as an engagement tool for leaders to discuss the hazards and trends impacting Soldier 
safety and readiness. The PLR contains only basic information but provides sufficient background to allow leaders an 

opportunity to communicate risk at the Soldier level. More detailed information on this and other Army mishaps can be 
found on the U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center website at https://safety.army.mil/lessonslearned.

To access current U.S. Army accident statistics and reports, visit https://safety.army.mil/STATISTICS.

  While the specific circumstances surrounding this mishap are unknown at this time, the following pedestrian safety tips should always be followed: 

• Be predictable. Follow the rules of the road and obey signs and signals.
• Walk on sidewalks whenever they are available.
• If there is no sidewalk, walk facing traffic and as far from traffic as possible.
• Keep alert at all times. Don’t be distracted by electronic devices that take 
   your eyes (and ears) off the road.
• Whenever possible, cross streets at crosswalks or intersections, where drivers  
   expect pedestrians. Look for cars in all directions, including those turning
   left or right.
• If a crosswalk or intersection is not available, locate a well-lit area where  

   you have the best view of traffic. Wait for a gap in traffic that allows enough       
   time to cross safely. Continue watching for traffic as you cross.
• Never assume a driver sees you. Make eye contact with drivers as they 
   approach to make sure you are seen.
 

• Be visible at all times. Wear bright clothing during the day, and wear reflective 
   materials or use a flashlight at night.
• Watch for cars entering or exiting driveways or backing up in parking lots.
• Avoid alcohol and drugs when walking; they impair your abilities 
   and judgment.
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