ARMY PRELIMINARY
LOSS REPORT

- Off-Duty Sports, Recreation,
—,.+and Physical Training Mishap
%~ Claims One Soldier’s Life

A Sergeant assigned to Vicenza, Italy, died in an off-duty hiking mishap 19 September 2020 in Valli del
Pasubio, Italy. The Soldier was hiking on the Road of 52 Tunnels trail with another Soldier when he
stopped to pose for a picture and fell approximately 300 meters through steep and rocky terrain. When
the other Soldier could not locate or communicate with the fallen Soldier, he coordinated a medical
evacuation with the assistance of an Italian guide. Italian medical personnel made multiple attempts in
difficult terrain to retrieve the Soldier before finally evacuating him to a local hospital. While en route, the
on-board MEDEVAC physician pronounced the Soldier dead. The mishap is under investigation.

Since FY16, the Army has lost an average of five Soldiers a year to off-duty sports, recreation and
physical training mishaps. This tragedy was the third fatal off-duty sports, recreation and physical
training mishap of FY20 and below the number of fatalities from this time last year.

The Road of 52 Tunnels was built during World War | by the Italian Army. Back then, it was designated
for mules, which carried equipment and supplies to the Italian front lines. The road is situated in
northern Italy and is a popular hiking trail.

PLRs are intended to be used as an engagement tool for leaders to discuss the hazards and trends impacting Soldier
safety and readiness. The PLR contains only basic information but provides sufficient background to allow leaders an
opportunity to communicate risk at the Soldier level. More detailed information on this and other Army mishaps can be
found on the U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center website at https://safety.army.mil/lessonslearned.

To access current U.S. Army accident statistics and reports, visit https://safety.army.mil/STATISTICS.

Additional U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center
PLR resources can be found on the USACRC
website at https://safety.army.mil/PLR.
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