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PMV-4 Mishap Claims
One Soldier’s Life
A 21-year-old Specialist assigned to Fort Wainwright, Alaska, died in a PMV-4 mishap 29 September 2020 in North
Pole, Alaska, at 1654. The Soldier was operating his vehicle, when he was involved in a collision with another nonmilitary vehicle. Emergency personnel evacuated the Soldier via ambulance to the local hospital where he was
pronounced dead by the attending physician. The specific circumstances of the mishap, including use of seat belt
and speed as a factor, are unknown at this time. Initial reports reflect that the use of alcohol does not appear to be
a factor. State Troopers are investigating the mishap.
Since 2016, the Army has lost an average of 34 Soldiers a year to PMV-4 mishaps. This mishap is the 29th PMV-4
fatality of FY20 but below the number of similar fatalities during the same time period last year.

Here are important safety tips to focus on while driving:
1. Never drive while under the influence of drugs
or alcohol.
2. Avoid distractions while operating a vehicle.
3. Your focus should be on the task of driving safely.
4. Pay attention to your surroundings especially if you’re
unfamiliar with the area you’re driving in.

5. Focus as far to your front as possible using peripheral
vision to scan for obstacles.
6. Maintain the posted speed limit.
7. Always wear your seat belt and ensure your passengers
do the same.

PLRs are intended to be used as an engagement tool for leaders to discuss the hazards and trends impacting Soldier
safety and readiness. The PLR contains only basic information but provides sufficient background to allow leaders
an opportunity to communicate risk at the Soldier level. More detailed information on this and other Army mishaps
can be found on the U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center website at https://safety.army.mil/lessonslearned.

To access current U.S. Army accident statistics and reports, visit https://safety.army.mil/STATISTICS.

Additional U.S. Army Combat Readiness Center
PLR resources can be found on the USACRC
website at https://safety.army.mil/PLR.

